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friend and ally. But he will not call liis people together,
nor try the chance of war, until he has first tried peace;
and, on the advice of his council, he sent his Master of
Bequests to ask "by what right or title Picrochole had
thus broken the peace. At the same time, he writes a
letter to Gargantua, his son, asking him to come, at this
strait, and succour his people. The letter of the old king
is plain, straightforward, and dignified.
The oration of the ambassador to King Picrochole is
an imitation of Cicero's orations, full of classical indig-
nation and correct invective. The mission fails. Then
Grandgousier, resolved that there should be no possible
charge open against himself, offered recompense a hundred-
fold for the attack upon the cake-bakers.
And then occurs the splendid dream of universal
conquest.
Three of King Picrochole's nobles, coming to him
respectfully bareheaded, offer to make him the most
fortunate, the most chivalrous prince that ever reigned
since the death of Alexander of Macedon.
"f Sire, this is our plan. You will leave here a small gar-
rison. . . . You will divide your army into two. You will
with the one half fall upon and defeat Grandgousier. From
him you will get money in heaps, for the clown has plenty.
We say clown, because a truly noble prince never has a
penny. To look after the treasury is the act of a clown.
With the other half you will overrun and take Saintonge,
Angoumois, and Gascony. You will seize on all the ships
at Bayonne, and coasting along Gallicia and Portugal, will
take and pillage all the maritime places. Spain will yield,
and the Mediterranean will be known by the name of the
Picrocholinal Sea. That passed, Barbarossa yields himself
yoiix slave.'